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Nebuchadnezzar’s	Dream	and	the	Four	Kingdoms	

	

Kapitel	2,	Vers	31:	Nebukadnezars	Traum	vom	viergeteilten	Standbild	mit	tönernen	Füßen,	1623	

By	Wolfgang	Kilian	-	Galerie	Bassenge,	Berlin,	29	November	2012,	lot	5109	via	ARCADJA	auction	results,	Public	Domain,	

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=29081963	

 
 לו-דניאל ב, לא

ב  ן רַ֛ א דִּכֵּ֥ יא צַלְמָ֨ ם חַד֙ שַׂגִּ֔ יתְָ֙ ואֲַל֨וּ צְלֵ֥ ה הֲוַ֙ א חָזֵ֤ נתְְּה מַלְכָּ֗ אַ֣
יר קָאֵ֣  הּ יתִַּ֖ הּ דְּחִֽיל׃ וזְִיוֵ֥ M ורְֵוֵ֖  ם לְקָבְלָ֑

 
 

א רֵאשֵׁהּ֙  בה֣וּא צַלְמָ֗ ב טָ֔ ףחֲד֥וֹהִי וּדְרָע֖וֹהִי  דִּיֽ־דְהַ֣ י כְסַ֑  דִּ֣
הּ  י נְחָשֽׁ׃מְע֥וֹהִי ויְרְַכָתֵ֖ ישָׁק֖וֹהִי  דִּ֥ י רַגְל֕וֹהִי  פַרְזֶ֑ל דִּ֣ מִנְּהֵין֙ דִּ֣

י חֲסַףֽ׃ ין דִּ֥ ל וּמִנְּהֵ֖ יתְָ  פַרְזֶ֔ ה הֲוַ֗  חָזֵ֣
 
 
 

רֶת  י הִתְגְּזֶ֤ ד דִּ֣ בֶן֙ עַ֠ ת לְצַלְמָא֙ עַל־רַגְל֔וֹהִי  אֶ֙ יןִ וּמְחָ֤ א בִידַ֔ דִּי־לָ֣
קֶת הִמּֽוֹן׃  א והְַדֵּ֖ א וחְַסְפָּ֑ י פַרְזְלָ֖ ה פַּרְזְלָא֩ דִּ֥ קוּ כַחֲדָ֡ יןִ דָּ֣ בֵּאדַ֣

א והֲַווֹ֙ כְּע֣וּ א ודְַהֲבָ֗ א כַּסְפָּ֣ א נחְָשָׁ֜ א חַסְפָּ֨ יטִ וּנשְָׂ֤ ר מִן־אִדְּרֵי־קַ֔
ת  י־מְחָ֣ ח לְה֑וֹן ואְַבְנָ֣א ׀ דִּֽ ר לָא־הִשְׁתֲּכַ֣ א וכְָל־אֲתַ֖ הִמּוֹן֙ רוּחָ֔

הּ  א וּפִשְׁרֵ֖ ת כָּל־אַרְעָֽא׃ דְּנָ֣ה חֶלְמָ֔ ב וּמְלָ֥ ת לְט֥וּר רַ֖ א הֲוָ֛ לְצַלְמָ֗
ר קֳדָם־מַלְכָּֽא׃  נאֵמַ֥

 

Daniel 2:31-36 
O king, as you looked on, there appeared a great statue.  
This statue, which was huge and its brightness surpassing, stood 
before you, and its appearance was awesome.  

 

The head of that statue was of fine gold; its breast and arms were 
of silver; its belly and thighs, of copper; its legs were of iron, and 
its feet part iron and part clay.  

 

As you looked on, a stone was hewn out, not by hands, and 
struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and crushed them. All 
at once, the iron, clay, bronze, silver, and gold were crushed, and 
became like chaff of the threshing floors of summer; a wind 
carried them off until no trace of them was left. But the stone 
that struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the 
whole earth. “Such was the dream, and we will now tell the king 
its meaning.” 
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Babylon – בבל 
626-539 BCE 

Lions, oh my! (Linkedin Article) 
 

בְּאַרְיהֵ , זֶה נמְִשַׁל בְּאַרְיהֵוזְֶה נמְִשַׁל  בְּאַרְיהֵ, זֶה נמְִשַׁל מַלְכוּת בָּבֶלכְּנגֶֶד  יהְוּדָה
 (בראשית מט, ט): גּוּר אַרְיהֵ יהְוּדָה, וזְֶה נמְִשַׁל בְּאַרְיהֵ (דניאל ז, ד): 

קַדְמָיתְָא כְאַרְיהֵ, בְּידַ מִי מַלְכוּת בָּבֶל נוֹפֶלֶת, בְּידַ דָּניִֵּאל שֶׁהוּא בָּא מִשֶּׁל יהְוּדָה. (בראשית 
 רבה צט, ב)

Judah is opposed to the Kingdom of Babylon. Both are compared to a lion: This 
(Judah) is compared to a lion, as stated (genesis 49, 9) “Judah is a lion’s whelp”, and 
the other (Babylon) is compared to a lion, as is stated (Daniel 7, 4): “The first was 
like a lion”. And by whose hand does the Kingdom of Babylon fall? In the hands of 
Daniel, who comes from Judah. (Bereshit Rabba 99:2) 
 

 
 טָב דְהַברֵאשֵׁהּ דִּי 

Head of fine 
Gold 

 

 

 :אֻמַּיָּא מִכָּל בְחַרְתְּ  דִי עַמMֵּ. גָּלוּתָא מִגּוֹ עַמMֵּ יתַ ואְַפֵּיק. אַרְיוְָתָא מִפּוּם עָנMָ יתַ פְּרוֹק. וּרְבוּתָא יקְַר לֵיהּ דִי אֱלָהָא

 (מאה ט״ז) ה ריבון עולם, ישראל נג׳ארה-י

The Lord to whom belongs glory and grandeur, deliver your sheep from the mouth of the lion; And 
deliver thy nation from amidst the Exile, your Nation whom you have Chosen from all of the Nations. 

Y-ah Ribom Olam, Israel Najara poet (16th century) 

 

י ישׁ יהְוּדִ֔ ישׁ  אִ֣ י בֶּן־קִ֖ יר בֶּן־שִׁמְעִ֛ ן יאִָ֧ י בֶּ֣ ה וּשְׁמ֣וֹ מָרְדֳּכַ֗ ן הַבִּירָ֑ ה בְּשׁוּשַׁ֣ ישׁ ימְִינִיֽהָיָ֖ ר ׃ אִ֥ אֲשֶׁ֤
ה  ר הָגְלְתָ֔ יםִ עִם־הַגּלָֹה֙ אֲשֶׁ֣ ר הָגְלָה֙ מִיר֣וּשָׁלַ֔ ה נְבוּכַדְנֶאצַּ֖ ר הֶגְלָ֔ ה אֲשֶׁ֣ ם יכְָנְיָ֣ה מֶלQֶֽ־יהְוּדָ֑ עִ֖

לQֶ בָּבֶלֽ  ו)-׃ (אסתר ב, המֶ֥

In the fortress Shushan lived a Jew by the name of Mordecai, son of Jair son of 
Shimei son of Kish, a Benjaminite. [Kish] had been exiled from Jerusalem in the 
group that was carried into exile along with King Yechoniah of Judah, which had 
been driven into exile by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. (Esther 2:5-6) 

 
הּ אֶל־ה'ודְִרְשׁ֞וּ אֶ  מָּה והְִתְפַּֽלְל֥וּ בַעֲדָ֖ יתִי אֶתְכֶם֙ שָׁ֔ ר הִגְלֵ֤ יר אֲשֶׁ֨ ה  ת־שְׁל֣וֹם הָעִ֗ הּ יהְִיֶ֥ י בִשְׁלוֹמָ֔ כִּ֣

ם שָׁלֽוֹם׃ (ירמיהו כט, ז)  לָכֶ֖
And seek the welfare of the city to which I have exiled you and pray to G-d in its 
behalf; for in its prosperity you shall prosper. (Jeremiah 29:7)  

  
Isthar	Gates	of	Babylon 
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Persia and Media - ומדי פרס  
539-332 BCE 

Cyrus the Great 

ת  סוּבִשְׁנַ֣ת אַחַ֗ לQֶ פָּרַ֔ רֶשׁ  לְכ֙וֹרֶשׁ֙ מֶ֣ ֹ֣ יר ה' אֶת־ר֙וּחַ֙ כּ ה הֵעִ֣ י ירְִמְיָ֑ לִכְל֥וֹת דְּבַר־ה' מִפִּ֣
 ֹ֚ ס כּ לMֶ פָּרַ֔ רֶשׁ מֶ֣ ֹ֚ ר כּ ה אָמַ֗ ֹ֣ ר׃ כּ ֹֽ ב לֵאמ ס ויַַּעֲֽבֶר־קוֹל֙ בְּכָל־מַלְכוּת֔וֹ וגְַם־בְּמִכְתָּ֖ לMֶ־פָּרַ֔ ל מֶֽ

רֶץ יםִ וְ  נָ֣תַן מַמְלְכ֣וֹת הָאָ֔ י הַשָּׁמָ֑ י ה' אֱ~קֵ֣ ד עָלַי֙ לִ֔ ם הֽוּא־פָקַ֤ יתִ בִּירוּשָׁלִַ֖ לִבְנֽוֹת־ל֣וֹ בַ֔

ר בִּיֽהוּדָהֽ׃  )ב-(עזרא א, א אֲשֶׁ֥

In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, when the word of the LORD 
spoken by Jeremiah was fulfilled, the LORD roused the spirit of King Cyrus of 
Persia to issue a proclamation throughout his realm by word of mouth and in writing as follows: 
“Thus said King Cyrus of Persia: The LORD God of Heaven has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and has 
charged me with building Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. (Ezra 1:1-2) 

 

י  י בִּימֵ֣ דּוּ ועְַד־כּ֔וּשׁה֣וּא אֲחַשְׁורֵ֗וֹשׁ הַמּלMֵֹ֙  אֲחַשְׁורֵ֑וֹשׁויַהְִ֖ ֹ֣ בֶת  מֵה ם כְּשֶׁ֣ ים הָהֵ֑ ה מְדִינָהֽ׃ בַּיּמִָ֖ ים וּמֵאָ֖ בַע ועְֶשְׂרִ֥ שֶׁ֛
ר  א מַלְכוּת֔וֹ אֲשֶׁ֖ ל כִּסֵּ֣ לMֶ אֲחַשְׁורֵ֗וֹשׁ עַ֚ ן הַבִּירָֽה׃הַמֶּ֣ יו  בְּשׁוּשַׁ֥ יו ועֲַבָדָ֑ ה לְכָל־שָׂרָ֖ ה מִשְׁתֶּ֔ בִּשְׁנַ֤ת שָׁלוֹשׁ֙ לְמָלְכ֔וֹ עָשָׂ֣

יל  ס וּמָדַ֗ חֵ֣ רֶת יפָּרַ֣ ר תִּפְאֶ֖ ת־יקְָ֔ שֶׁר֙ כְּב֣וֹד מַלְכוּת֔וֹ ואְֶ֨ ֹ֙ י הַמְּדִינ֖וֹת לְפָנָיֽו׃ בְּהַרְאתֹ֗וֹ אֶת־ע ים ושְָׂרֵ֥ גְּדוּלָּת֑וֹ  הַֽפַּרְתְּמִ֛
ים  ים רַבִּ֔ ת יוֹֽם׃ימִָ֣  ד)-(אסתר א, א שְׁמוֹנִי֥ם וּמְאַ֖

It happened in the days of Ahasuerus—that Ahasuerus who reigned over a hundred and twenty-
seven provinces from India to Ethiopia. In those days, when King Ahasuerus occupied the royal 
throne in the fortress Shushan, in the third year of his reign, he gave a banquet for all the officials 
and courtiers—the administration of Persia and Media, the nobles and the governors of the 
provinces in his service. For no fewer than a hundred and eighty days he displayed the vast riches 
of his kingdom and the splendid glory of his majesty. (Esther 1:1-4) 
 
 

 Mֶל ח סְפָרִים֙ אֶל־כָּל־מְדִינ֣וֹת הַמֶּ֔ הּויַּשְִׁלַ֤ ם כִּלְשׁוֹנ֑וֹ אֶל־מְדִינָה֤ וּמְדִינָה֙ כִּכְתָבָ֔ ם ועָָ֖ ר  ואְֶל־עַ֥ לִהְי֤וֹת כָּל־אִישׁ֙ שׂרֵֹ֣
ר כִּלְשׁ֥וֹן עַמּֽוֹ׃ (אסתר א, כב)  בְּבֵית֔וֹ וּמְדַבֵּ֖

Dispatches were sent to all the provinces of the king, to every province in its own script and to 
every nation in its own language, that every man should wield authority in his home and speak 
the language of his own people. (Esther 1:22) 

חֲדוֹהִי וּדְרָעוֹהִי דִּי  
 כְסַף

Silver torso 
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Greece - יוון 
332–63 BCE  

Beauty and Competition 

דבריו של יפת  –אמר קרא: יפְַתְּ אֱ~קִים לְיפֶֶת ויְשְִׁכּןֹ בְּאָהֳלֵי־שֵׁם (בראשית ט, כז) 
 )בבלי מגילה ט ע״ב( יהיו באהלי שם

 
...May God beautify Yefet, and let him dwell in the tents of Shem” 
(Gen. 9:27)...  
The language of Yavan, who is the forbear of the Greek nation and one of the 
descendants of Yefet, will also serve as a sacred language in the tents of Shem, 
where Torah is studied (b. Megillah 9b) 
 

“There is no greater glory for a man as long as he lives than that which he wins be his own hands and 
feet!” 

~ Homer, Odyssey VIII: 146 

“Good heavens!” explained a Persian soldier to his commander; “what kind of men are these against 
whom you have brought us to battle? Men who compete with each other...for naught but glory!”  

~ Herodotus III; 26 

 “Our constitution is called a democracy because power is in the hands not of a minority, but of the 
whole people.” 

 ~ Pericles 

 

 

 

 Mֵּ׃ (בראשית יז, א)תָמִיםוהְֶיהֵ  לְפָנַיהִתְהַל 

Walk before Me and be wholesome. (Genesis 17:1) 

 

...וגברו בני חשמונאי הכהנים הגדולים והרגום והושיעו ישראל מידם והעמידו מלך מן הכהנים וחזרה 
 )רמב״ם משנה תורה הלכות מגילה וחנוכה ג, א(  ל יתר על מאתים שנה עד החרבן השני:מלכות לישרא

...The Hasmonean great priests won victories, defeating the Syrian Greeks and saving Israel from 
their power. They set up a king from among the priests and Israel's kingdom was restored for a 
period of more than two centuries, until the destruction of the second Temple (Rambam, Laws of 
Hanukkah 3:1)  

 נחְָשׁמְעוֹהִי וְירְַכָתֵהּ דִּי 

Copper thighs 



The Four Kingdoms Virtual Tour        בס״ד  

 The Four Kingdoms who Ruled over the Temples in Jerusalem 

2020 Copyright © Nachliel Selavan - Torah InterMedia LLC    torahintermedia.com | +1-929-233-0950 

For personal use only       nachliel@torahintermedia.com  +972-54-452-0209 V	

Rome - אדום 
63 BCE – 476 CE 

Brothers or Enemies? 
ה] תֶּהֱוֵ֥א  יעָאָ֔ הוּמַלְכוּ֙ רביעיה [רְבִ֣ א תַקִּיפָ֖  )דניאל ב, מ (	כְּפַרְזְלָ֑

But the fourth kingdom will be as strong as iron (Daniel 2:40) 

 

 

ה חַרְבZְּ֣ ־ועְַל יד וּפָרַקְתָּ֥  תִחְֽיֶ֔ ר תָּרִ֔ ד והְָיהָ֙ כַּאֲשֶׁ֣ ֹ֑ יá תַּעֲב ל עֻלּ֖וֹ ואְֶת־אָחִ֖ á׃ מֵעַ֥  )ז, מכבראשית ( צַוָּארֶֽ
 

Yet by your sword you shall live, And you shall serve your brother; But when you grow 
restive, You shall break his yoke from your neck.” (Genesis 27:40) 

 
 

כָה  ה ונְלֵֵ֑ אמֶר נסְִעָ֣ ֹ֖ ה לְנגְֶדáֶּֽויַּ  .... )לג, יב( ׃ואְֵלְכָ֖

י עַבְדּ֑וֹ י לִפְנֵ֣ ירָה׃...יעֲַבָר־נָ֥א אֲדנִֹ֖ י שֵׂעִֽ א אֶל־אֲדנִֹ֖ ֹ֥ ד אֲשֶׁר־אָב  )יד( עַ֛
 

And [Esav] said, “Let us start on our journey, and I will proceed at your pace.” (33:12)  

[Yaakov:] “Let my lord go on ahead of his servant…until I come to my lord in Seir.” 
(14) 
 
 

 ״ יעבר נא אדני לפני עבדו״ ולבסוף דרוש ,״ואלכה לנגדךנסעה ונלכה ״ מעיקרא דרוש
 עבודה זרה ח ע״א ~

 
Initially, they (the Romans) interpreted “Let us take our journey, and let us go, and I 
will go before you”. And ultimately, they interpreted “Let my lord, I pray you, pass 
over before his servant” 

 ~ b. Avoda Zara 8a 
 
 

 

 
 

 
   

Vespasian 
69-79 

Titus 
79-81 

Hadrian 
117-138 

Antoninus Pius 
138-161 

Marcus Aurelius  
161-180 

Caracalla 
211-217 

 

 פַרְזלֶשָׁקוֹהִי דִּי 

Iron legs 

	


