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Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream and the Four Kingdoms

Kapitel 2, Vers 31: Nebukadnezars Traum vom viergeteilten Standbild mit tonernen FliBen, 1623
By Wolfgang Kilian - Galerie Bassenge, Berlin, 29 November 2012, lot 5109 via ARCADJA auction results, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=29081963
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Daniel 2:31-36

O king, as you looked on, there appeared a great statue.

This statue, which was huge and its brightness surpassing, stood
before you, and its appearance was awesome.

The head of that statue was of fine gold; its breast and arms were
of silver; its belly and thighs, of copper; its legs were of iron, and
its feet part iron and part clay.

As you looked on, a stone was hewn out, not by hands, and
struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and crushed them. All
at once, the iron, clay, bronze, silver, and gold were crushed, and
became like chaff of the threshing floors of summer; a wind
carried them off until no trace of them was left. But the stone
that struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the
whole earth. “Such was the dream, and we will now tell the king

its meaning.”
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Babylon - 722

626-539 BCE
Lions, oh my! (Linkedin Article)
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Judabh is opposed to the Kingdom of Babylon. Both are compared to a lion: This
(Judah) is compared to a lion, as stated (genesis 49, 9) “Judah is a lion’s whelp”, and
the other (Babylon) is compared to a lion, as is stated (Daniel 7, 4): “The first was
like a lion”. And by whose hand does the Kingdom of Babylon fall? In the hands of
Daniel, who comes from Judah. (Bereshit Rabba 99:2)
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The Lord to whom belongs glory and grandeur, deliver your sheep from the mouth of the lion; And
deliver thy nation from amidst the Exile, your Nation whom you have Chosen from all of the Nations.

Y-ah Ribom Olam, Israel Najara poet (16" century)
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In the fortress Shushan lived a Jew by the name of Mordecai, son of Jair son of
Shimei son of Kish, a Benjaminite. [Kish| had been exiled from Jerusalem in the
group that was carried into exile along with King Yechoniah of Judah, which had
been driven into exile by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. (Esther 2:5-6)
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And seek the welfare of the city to which I have exiled you and pray to G-d in its

behalf; for in its prosperity you shall prosper. (Jeremiah 29:7)

Isthar Gates of Babylon
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Cyrus the Great
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In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, when the word of the LORD
spoken by Jeremiah was fulfilled, the LORD roused the spirit of King Cyrus of

Persia to issue a proclamation throughout his realm by word of mouth and in writing as follows:
“Thus said King Cyrus of Persia: The LORD God of Heaven has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and has
charged me with building Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. (Ezra 1:1-2)
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It happened in the days of Ahasuerus—that Ahasuerus who reigned over a hundred and twenty-
seven provinces from India to Ethiopia. In those days, when King Ahasuerus occupied the royal
throne in the fortress Shushan, in the third year of his reign, he gave a banquet for all the officials
and courtiers—the administration of Persia and Media, the nobles and the governors of the
provinces in his service. For no fewer than a hundred and eighty days he displayed the vast riches
of his kingdom and the splendid glory of his majesty. (Esther 1:1-4)
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Dispatches were sent to all the provinces of the king, to every province in its own script and to
every nation in its own language, that every man should wield authority in his home and speak
the language of his own people. (Esther 1:22)
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...May God beautify Yefet, and let him dwell in the tents of Shem”
(Gen. 9:27)...

The language of Yavan, who is the forbear of the Greek nation and one of the

descendants of Yefet, will also serve as a sacred language in the tents of Shem,
where Torah is studied (b. Megillah 9b)

“There is no greater glory for a man as long as he lives than that which he wins be his own hands and
feet!”

~ Homer, Odyssey VIII: 146

“Good heavens!” explained a Persian soldier to his commander; “what kind of men are these against
whom you have brought us to battle? Men who compete with each other...for naught but glory!”

~ Herodotus I11; 26

“Our constitution is called a democracy because power is in the hands not of a minority, but of the
whole people.”

~ Pericles
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Walk before Me and be wholesome. (Genesis 17:1)
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...The Hasmonean great priests won victories, defeating the Syrian Greeks and saving Israel from
their power. They set up a king from among the priests and Israel's kingdom was restored for a
period of more than two centuries, until the destruction of the second Temple (Rambam, Laws of
Hanukkah 3:1)
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But the fourth kingdom will be as strong as iron (Daniel 2:40)

(n,7> N'WKA) Y Y0 7Y BT TR XD NI TAYR I'DXTING AinD 32004yl

Yet by your sword you shall live, And you shall serve your brother; But when you grow
restive, You shall break his yoke from your neck.” (Genesis 27:40)
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And [Esav] said, “Let us start on our journey, and I will proceed at your pace.” (33:12)

[Yaakov:] “Let my lord go on ahead of his servant...until I come to my lord in Seir.”
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Initially, they (the Romans) interpreted “Let us take our journey, and let us go, and I
will go before you”. And ultimately, they interpreted “Let my lord, I pray you, pass
over before his servant”

~b. Avoda Zara 8a
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